
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

LEIA ATENTAMENTE AS INSTRUÇÕES 

 
 Esta prova é constituída de um texto técnico-científico em língua estrangeira, seguido de 5 (cinco) 

questões abertas relativas ao texto apresentado. 

 É permitido o uso de dicionário impresso, sendo vedados trocas ou empréstimos de materiais 
durante a realização do Exame. 

 As respostas deverão ser redigidas em português e transcritas para a Folha de Respostas, utilizando 
caneta esferográfica com tinta preta ou azul, escrita grossa. 

 A Folha de Respostas será o único documento válido para correção, não devendo, portanto, conter 
rasuras. 

 Será eliminado o candidato que se identificar em outro espaço além daquele reservado na 
capa da Folha de Respostas e/ou redigir as respostas com lápis grafite (ou lapiseira). 

 Nenhum candidato poderá entregar o Caderno de Prova e a Folha de Respostas antes de 
transcorridos 60 minutos do início do Exame. 

 Em nenhuma hipótese haverá substituição da Folha de Respostas. 

 Ao encerrar a prova, o candidato entregará, obrigatoriamente, ao fiscal da sala, o Caderno de 
Prova e a Folha de Respostas devidamente assinada no espaço reservado para esse fim. 
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Language learning by adults (the so-called "second language acquisition") 

 During childhood, language acquisition is a natural consequence of 
prolonged exposure to a language.  A spoken language need not be 
formally taught to a child in order to be learned. (By contrast, written 
language must always be taught.)  Any small child will acquire native 
fluency in any language if exposed to it on a consistent basis in a 
social setting. A child will naturally acquire native fluency in more than 
one language under these circumstances.   

 In the overwhelming majority of individuals, however, this natural 
ability to acquire spoken language without deliberate effort begins to 
diminish sharply at about the age of puberty (12-14 years of age).  
Teenagers exposed to a new language after this age will acquire it with 
definite interference from whatever language or languages they had 
been exposed to before puberty. Language acquisition by adults is 
language learning--a deliberate, painstaking, intellectual process that 
rarely, if ever, results in the total native fluency acquired so naturally by any small child, regardless of intellectual ability 
or personal motivation. The deficiency is particularly evident at the phonetic level, and adults who learn second 
languages usually speak them with some recognizable non-native accent. Thus,language acquisition by children and 
language learning by adults are strikingly different phenomena. What accounts for this difference?  

Today we will talk about language learning by adults (post puberty individuals), a process usually called second 
language acquisition.  But this term is misleading. Some people think that it is the presence of a first language that 
caused the difficulty.  This is not true.  Before puberty, young children can acquire second and third languages with 
equal ease and fluency, although they will forget them just as quickly if they cease to be exposed to them in childhood. 
Also, a child who never acquires a first language will still have problems acquiring a language after puberty (cf. the 
story of Genie, an abused child found by social workers at about age 13 1/2 who had never been spoken to and had 
no first language at all).  So the presence of one language is actually not the critical factor that slows down a person's 
ability to acquire other languages. Instead, the crucial factor seems to be the age and maturation of the individual: a 
person before puberty acquires language naturally, while the same person after puberty must learn the language with 
great effort that yields less than perfect results. 

Why the link with puberty?  Is it simply coincidence? We don't know whether the two phenomena of onset of adult 
sexual characteristics and dimunition of child-like language acquisition skills is coincidental or interdependent. It is 
suspected that some change in the structure of the brain that occurs at puberty also reduces language learning ability. 
Whatever the case, the dimunition of language acquisition ability is probably the consequence of an evolutionary 
adaptation. The brain is a greedy organ, using a great deal of energy. It is assumed that a larger portion of the neural 
capacity in a child's brain is structured to participate in the acquisition of language.  Later, most of those neurons are 
rerouted for other uses. By puberty, the language function becomes localized in specific areas of the brain. This 
course of maturation probably developed during the many tens of thousands of years that humans lived in small bands 
of hunter-gatherers--and adult language learning was not generally essential to the welfare and survival of the 
group.No one can prove this, of course, and no one has isolated exactly what neural changes in the brain cause child 
language acquisition to be replaced by adult language learning. But there is one hypothesis that attempts to describe 
the mechanism which reduces language acquisition ability in the adolescent.   

Let's reexamine the period of change between child language acquisition and the need for adult language learning.  
The critical age hypothesis of language acquisition.  Biologists studying the origin of species-specific behavior (rats, 
goslings), have noted that there were periods when a particular kind of stimulus is needed to be present if the fledgling 
was to develop normally.  American psycholinguist Eric Lenneberg (1921-1975) argued that such a critical period 
also exists for human language acquisition.  He put forward the critical age hypothesis: changes in language 
acquisition ability are linked to stages in brain maturation.  Studies have shown that beginning at about age 2, 
language skills begin to be localized in the left hemisphere of the brain (the Broca's and Wernicke's areas to be 
discussed next week).  This process, known as lateralization, seems to be completed at about the time of puberty.  
This hypothesis based on evidence from studying adults who suffer brain damage that results in language loss, 
or aphasia.  If the damage is mild, adults who suffer such brain damage may regain their language facilities quickly; 
but in cases of more severe damage, part or all of the language ability is lost forever. In small children, however, even 
severe aphasia is more likely to be gradually reversed, with language becoming localized or relocalized in the right 
hemisphere of the brain. Recovery is even possible for children in cases where the entire left hemisphere is surgically 
removed. For most adults, on the other hand, losing the left hemisphere would mean the permanent loss of language.  

Differences in adult language aptitude 

Although every child, regardless of intellectual level, is equally gifted at acquiring language, it does not seem to 
be the case with adults.  Some adults can learn a second language with something close to native fluency;  others will 
retain a distinct foreign accent even after decades of practice.  Do some adults possess a special aptitude for learning 
languages after the critical age?  Probably yes: although any adult can learn a second language, not all will do so with 



equal results (unlike the case with child language acquisition).  Adult language learning ability seems to involve a type 
of talent, or set of talents.  What are these talents that can partly mimic childlike facility with language? 

Differences in adult ability to master the grammar of a second language seem only in part connected to individual 
differences in general intelligence; the ability to learn languages in adulthood seems to be a talent apart from what we 
usually label as general intelligence. In fact, some adults who are seriously learning impaired have almost childlike 
abilities to master languages (General Eisenhower's translator was a man of very meager mental abilities who was 
fluent in 44 languages and acquired new ones very quickly.) Adult language learning aptitude seems to be a separate 
ability, like musical or artistic talent. Differences in adult abilities to learn languages are even more apparent at the 
phonetic level: some adults have a natural talent for imitating the voices of other people; other adults do not have this 
talent at all.  This talent for phonetic mimicry in adults definitely does not depend on general intelligence.  People of 
very limited intellectual abilities sometimes have amazing abilities to imitate people's voices (cf. the Truman Capote 
story Johnny Bear, about an idiot savant with amazing mimicry ability.) 

    What other individual factors come into play?  Exceptional memory in some adults seems to be another factor that 
assists greatly in second language learning. Memory is also in part an inborn talent separate from general 
intelligence. Most people who learn several languages during the course of their lifetime forget all but the ones they 
use.  Old languages become dormant as new ones are learned.   Only a few individuals are able to acquire and retain 
fluency in many languages. Charles Berlitz was said to be fluent in several dozen languages.  Guiseppe Mezzofanti, 
librarian at the Vatican who lived from 1774-1849 was said to speak 50 languages fluently and be able to translate 
several more. But even these gifted individuals learned languages by studying them deliberately; they didn't really 
acquire them effortlessly as children do. They had to teach themselves language--or pay careful attention when being 
taught by others. 

    Although there does seem to be differences in the ability of individual adults to learn a second language, any adult 
of reasonable abilities, if given enough time, enough opportunity, and--most importantly--having enough desire, can 
learn to communicate in any language.  But the degree of eventual fluency achieved will differ considerably from 
individual to individual, unlike the situation with child language acquisition (where every child achieves perfect fluency 
given enough exposure).  Successful adult language learners usually learn language through conscious effort--
deliberate learning-- rather than acquire it passively without a significant amount of deliberate intellectual effort as do 
children.  Motivation is an important factor in language learning, and societies that praise or emphasize the value of 
multilingualism will increase the motivation level of learners and thus increase the success of second language 
learning in general--Hungary being a case in point (since Hungarian is so unlike all of the surrounding European 
languages, that small country has encouraged multilingualism.)  

Adaptado de: http://pandora.cii.wwu.edu/vajda/ling201/test4materials/secondlangacquisition.htm 

 

 

EM HIPÓTESE ALGUMA, SERÁ CONSIDERADA A RESPOSTA NESTE CADERNO. 

 

Depois de ler o texto, responda as questões a seguir em português. 

 

QUESTÃO 01 - O texto afirma que a aquisição de línguas por crianças e o aprendizado de línguas por adultos são 

fenômenos distintos. Explique esta diferença. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



QUESTÃO 02 - Em que consiste a hipótese da idade crítica? A que Eric Lenneberg a relaciona? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTÃO 03 - Alguns adultos possuem uma aptidão especial para a aprendizagem de línguas após a idade crítica? 

Justifique. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTÃO 04 - O que Charles Berlitz, Guiseppe Mezzofanti e o tradutor do General Eisenhower tinham em comum? 
Explique. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTÃO 05 - O grau de fluência em um idioma varia consideravelmente de individuo para individuo. Cite dois 
fatores importantes na aprendizagem de uma segunda língua para que a aprendizagem na fase adulta seja bem 
sucedida.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


