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LEIA ATENTAMENTE AS INSTRUÇÕES 
 

Esta prova é constituída de um texto em língua estrangeira e de 5 (cinco) questões abertas, as quais 
devem ser respondidas de acordo com o texto. 

É permitido o uso de dicionário impresso, sendo vedados trocas ou empréstimos de materiais durante a 
realização do Exame. 

As respostas deverão ser redigidas em Português e transcritas para a Folha de Respostas. Para isso, 
deve-se utilizar caneta esferográfica com tinta preta ou azul. 

A Folha de Respostas será o único documento válido para correção, não devendo, portanto, conter 
rasuras. 

Será Eliminado o candidato que se identificar em outro espaço além daquele reservado na capa da 
Folha de Respostas e/ou redigir as respostas com lápis grafite (ou lapiseira). 

Nenhum candidato poderá entregar o Caderno de Prova e a Folha de Respostas antes de transcorridos 
60 minutos do início do Exame. 

Em nenhuma hipótese haverá substituição da Folha de Respostas. 

Ao encerrar a prova, o candidato entregará, obrigatoriamente, ao fiscal da sala, o Caderno de Prova e a 
Folha de Respostas devidamente assinada no espaço reservado para esse fim. 
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Critical window for learning a language 
BBC News 

1 May 2018 

There is a critical cut-off age for learning a language fluently, according to research. 

If you want to have native-like knowledge of English grammar, for example, you should ideally start before age 10, say 

the researchers. 

People remain highly skilled learners until 17 or 18, when ability tails off. 

The findings, in the journal Cognition, come from an online grammar test taken by nearly 670,000 people of different 

ages and nationalities. 

The grammar quiz was posted on Facebook to get enough people to take part. 

Questions tested if participants could determine whether a sentence written in English, such as: "Yesterday John 

wanted to won the race," was grammatically correct. 

Users were asked their age and how long they had been learning English, and in what setting - had they moved to an 

English-speaking country, for example. 

About 246,000 of the people who took the test had grown up speaking only English, while the rest were bi- or 

multilingual. 

The most common native languages (excluding English) were Finnish, Turkish, German, Russian and Hungarian. 

Most of the people who completed the quiz were in their 20s and 30s. The youngest age was about 10 and the oldest 

late 70s. 

When the researchers analysed the data using a computer model, the best explanation for the findings was that 

grammar-learning was strongest in childhood, persists into teenage years and then drops at adulthood. 

Learning a language is often said to be easy for children and to get more difficult as we age. 

But late learners can still become proficient, if not seamlessly fluent, say the researchers. 

It is unclear what causes the drop in the optimal learning rate seen at about age 18. The researchers suggest it could 

be because the brain becomes less changeable or adaptable in adulthood. 

Study co-author Josh Tenenbaum, a professor of brain and cognitive sciences at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology in the US, said: "It's possible that there's a biological change. It's also possible that it's something social or 

cultural. 

"There's roughly a period of being a minor that goes up to about age 17 or 18 in many societies. After that, you leave 

your home, maybe you work full time, or you become a specialised university student. All of those might impact your 

learning rate for any language." 

That doesn't mean learning another language in adulthood is futile. 

Learning another tongue is said to be good for your brain and might even delay the onset of dementia, according to 

some studies. 

Prof Marilyn Vihman, from the University of York's department of language and linguistic science, said: "The 

suggestion that you can't reach native-like ability if you don't start early is questionable. 

"Such cases are rare, but they do occur and are documented. 

"There are cases of people in their 20s who learn a new language and can pass as spies. 

"There are two, three or four documented cases like that. 

"I don't think there is a critical age as such, just a plateau that sets in after the teen years for most but not all 

speakers." 

Dr Danijela Trenkic, also from the University of York, pointed out that the study dealt with only one aspect of language 

- grammar. 

"You can be an excellent communicator, even if you don't sound like a native speaker or don't get all your sentences 

grammatically correct." 

https://www.bbc.com/news/health-43947365 

 

 

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/cognition
http://archive.gameswithwords.org/WhichEnglish/
https://osf.io/pyb8s/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-42886423
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-43947365


 

EM HIPÓTESE ALGUMA, SERÁ CONSIDERADA A RESPOSTA NESTE CADERNO. 

 

Depois de ler o texto, responda as questões a seguir em português. 

 
 
QUESTÃO 01 - Descreva o perfil dos participantes do estudo. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTÃO 02 - De acordo com o estudo, o que causa a queda na taxa de aprendizagem ideal? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
QUESTÃO 03 - Quem é Josh Tenenbaum e quais os motivos sociais ou culturais que ele aponta como possíveis 
causas na frequente diminuição no aprendizado de línguas estrangeiras a partir dos 18 anos? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUESTÃO 04 - Qual a crítica feita pela pesquisadora Danijela Trenkic sobre o estudo apresentado? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
QUESTÃO 05 - Conforme o estudo, explique a expressão do título do texto: “janela para a aprendizagem de uma 
língua”. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


